
Year 2 CURRICULUM 

 

Our 

SCIENCE 
Children will learn about: 
 
Autumn: 
Uses of everyday materials: identifying and 

comparing the suitability of a variety of 
everyday materials for particular uses 

Living things and their habitats: identifying 
and naming a variety of plants and animals in 

their habitats, including microhabitats 
 

Spring:  
Plants: observing and describing how seeds 

and bulbs grow into mature plants 
 
Summer:  
Animals including humans: describing the 
importance for humans of exercise, eating the 
right amounts of different types of food, and 

hygiene; describing the basic needs of animals, 
including humans, for survival  

HISTORY 
Children will learn about: 
 
Autumn: 

People From The Past: the lives of 
significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international 

achievements 
 
Spring:  

The Great Fire of London, 1666: 
chronology; understanding why the fire spread 
so quickly and how it was stopped; comparing 
past and present fire brigades and equipment; 
learning about Samuel Pepys and why he was 

important 
 
Summer:  
Victorian Seaside, 1837-1901: features of a 

Victorian seaside holiday; similarities and 
differences between seaside holidays in the 
past and present; seaside chronology using a 

timeline 

GEOGRAPHY 
Children will learn about: 
 
Autumn: 

Where I Live In The World: key 
geographical features of the world including 
the 7 continents & 5 oceans, the equator, 

North and South Pole; countries and capital 
cities of the UK; atlas and map reading  

 
Summer:  

Sun, Sea and Sand: using simple compass 
directions and locational and directional 

language; exploring the location of seasides in 
the UK and around the world; identifying the 

physical and human features of a seaside town; 
identify the similarities and differences 
between Mousehole, a tropical seaside 
destination and our local area (including 

climate) 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Children will learn about: 
 
Autumn: 

Christianity: rules and regulations, such as 
the two Great Commandments; pilgrimage; 

looking at an act of worship/ a rite of passage 
ceremony 

 
Spring:  

Judaism: religious practice in the Jewish 
home; stories from the Hebrew scriptures, 

particularly the Torah; the importance of rules 
given in the Torah 

 
Summer:  

Parables: retelling religious, spiritual and 
moral stories; identifying the moral of the 

story  

PSHE/RSE 
Children will learn about: 
 
Autumn: 
Being Me In My World: hopes and fears for 

the year; rights and responsibilities; choices; 
valuing contributions; recognising feelings  

Celebrating Differences: understanding 
bullying; standing up for self and others; 

making new friends; gender diversity 
 

Spring:  
Dreams And Goals: realistic goals; 

perseverance; learning strengths 
Relationships: different types of family; 

physical contact boundaries; friendship and 
conflict; secrets; trust and appreciation 

 

Summer:  
Healthy Me: motivation; relaxation; healthy 

eating and nutrition; sharing food  
Changing Me: life cycles; differences in 

female and male bodies (correct terminology) 

LANGUAGES 

 
Children will learn French reading, writing, 
speaking and listening skills within these areas 
of study: 
 
Autumn: 

Greetings 
 

 
Spring:  

Colours  
Numbers to 10 

 
 

Summer:  
Shapes 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY/

ART AND DESIGN 

 
Children will learn and strengthen the skills 
needed to create: 
 
Autumn: 

Art: self portraits; repeated pattern collage 
 
Spring:  
D&T: fresh bread; a clay candlestick holder,  

 
Art: silhouettes of London; still life sketches 

of plants 
 

Summer:  
 

D&T: an eat well plate; Cornish scones; a 
Punch and Judy puppet 

 
Art: 3D lanterns and boats; watercolour 

paintings 

MUSIC 
Children will strengthen the skills needed for: 

 
Singing: songs in unison, different languages, 

and with actions and clapping 
Music Appreciation: understanding how 
music is used to describe and evoke feelings  

Performance: performing songs confidently 
with actions; country dance songs focussing on 

moving to the beat of the song 
Instruments: playing rhythms using 

percussion instruments; playing simple 
melodies and accompaniments on 

glockenspiels 
Composition: group compositions focussing 

on mood music, film sound tracks and 
repeated rhythms 

Performing Arts: using improvisation to 
dramatise a simple exchange between 
characters, with growing confidence 

COMPUTING 
Children will learn about: 
 
Autumn: 

Presentation Skills: insert slides; add and 
type in a text box 

Using the Internet: search using the words 
"for kids"; follow a weblink; understand how 

to blog safely and responsibly 
Spring:  
Online Safety: know what ‘digital footprint’ 

means; use a website to search for 
information; identify websites suitable for their 

age; know how to safely search for 
information online 

Computer Art: alter the formatting of a tool 
to adjust the colour or size. 

Summer:  
Preparing for Turtle Logo: walk forward a 

number of steps. 
Programming Turtle Logo and Scratch: 

draw lines of different lengths using the fd 
Command  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Children will strengthen the skills needed for: 
 
Autumn: 

Invasion Games – Fundamentals Unit: 
consolidate fundamental movement (agility, 

balance and coordination) and ball skills while 
exploring competitive team games; begin to 
explore tactical and decision making skills 

 
Spring:  

Gymnastics, Dance and Net and Wall 
skills: develop fundamental gymnastic skills 
(balances, sequences and patterns), dance 

movements and explore striking a ball over a 
net  

 
Summer:  

Introduction to football, athletics and 
rugby: dribbling, turning, passing and receiving 
played in mini games. jumping, throwing, and 
lay team games; running with the ball, tagging, 

passing played in mini games 
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