
Year 5 CURRICULUM 

 

Our 

SCIENCE 

Children will learn about: 
Autumn: 

Forces: gravity; air resistance; water 
resistance; friction; levers, gears and pulleys 

Materials: compare/group materials; 

dissolving and solutions; separating mixtures; 

reversible/irreversible changes; uses of 

everyday materials 

Spring:  
Earth and Space: the movement of the 

Earth and  planets; the movement of the 

Moon; spherical bodies; day and night  

Living things: life cycles of a mammal, an 

amphibian, an insect and a bird 

Summer:  
Living things: the life process of 

reproduction in some plants and animals 

Animals including humans: changes in 

humans to old age 

HISTORY 

Children will learn about: 
 
Autumn: 

Victorians: rich and poor; daily life; 
schooling; children’s life; significant figures, 

industrial revolution, British Empire 
Chocolate: The history of chocolate; 

Mayans; Aztecs 
 
Spring:  
The Golden Age of Baghdad: The House 
of Wisdom; discovery and learning; Prophet 
Mohammad; The first four Caliphs, trade and 

power 
United Nations: the timeline of apartheid; 

Martin Luther King; Rosa Parks; Nelson 

Mandela 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

Children will learn about: 
 
Autumn: 
Chocolate: chocolate growing countries and 

climates, including Ghana 
 
Spring:  
South Africa: map skills; physical and human 

features of South Africa; world geography; 
countries and capitals and cultural differences 

 
Summer: 

The Isles of Scilly: human and physical 
geography; coastal features; effects of erosion; 

tourism; comparison of urban and coastal 
locations in Britain. 

London vs Tokyo: London Landmarks; 
human geography; The River Thames; bridge; 

transport system; London compared to Tokyo 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Children will learn about: 
 
Autumn 

Christianity: the history of the bible; the 
features of the Bible; the different types of 

writing in the Bible; famous stories from the 
Bible and their meanings 

 
Spring: 

Islam: the five pillars; the history of the 
Qu’ran; important messages from the Qu’ran; 

the significant parts of a mosque 
 

Summer:  
Islam: exploring Islamic celebrations, 

including Ramadan and Eid 

PSHE/RSE 

Children will learn about: 
 
Autumn: 

Being Me In My World:   who am I and 
how do I fit? 

Celebrating Differences: respect for 
similarity and difference; Anti-bullying and 

being unique  
 
Spring:  

Dreams And Goals: aspirations; how to 
achieve goals and understanding the emotions 

that go with this  
Healthy Me: being and keeping safe and 

healthy  

 

Summer:  
Relationships: building positive; healthy 

relationships  
Changing Me: coping positively with change  

LANGUAGES 

 
Children will learn French reading, writing, 

speaking and listening skills within these areas 

of study: 
 
Autumn: 

Phonetics, verbs and grammar 
Simple phrases and greetings 

Animals 
 
 
Spring:  

Fruits 
Habitats 

 
Summer:  

I can . . . 
Musical instruments 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY/

ART AND DESIGN 

 
Children will learn and strengthen the skills 

needed to create: 
 
Autumn: 

Art: wallpaper inspired by William Morris 
D&T: design and make a chocolate bar and 

packaging 
 
Spring:  
Art: pop art/collage of Rosa Parks/Islamic tile 

printing 
D&T: Batik design for African dress 

 
Summer:  

D&T: design a playground  
Art: Islamic art; sea landscapes inspired by 

Turner 

MUSIC 

Children will strengthen the skills needed for: 
Singing: sing popular songs and accompany 

them  with the ukulele.  
Music Appreciation: Prokofiev (Peter and 

the Wolf, Romeo and Juliet, Troika); recognise 

instruments; describe the structure of a piece 

of music 

Performance: music from countries linked 

to current international sporting event; 

understand the historical context of South 

African Anti-apartheid songs 

Instruments: playing ukulele; chord 

knowledge; keeping a pulse; listening to each 

others; Battle of the Bands competition.  

Composition: play and improvise rhythms 

on the drum; produce simple compositions; 

keeping a pulse; repeating rhythms. 

Performing Arts: a short dialogue; engage 

and interest an audience 

COMPUTING 

Children will learn about: 
 
Autumn: 

Design a 3D object:  using Sketch up to 
design a 3D Victorian building 

Web design: create a webpage; add text; add 

images; insert and format hyperlinks; publish 

and share a webpage 

Spring:  
Google Forms: process fillable forms; use 

different question formats; collect data from 

forms; convert qualitative data into 

quantitative data 

Scratch: create games with a specific purpose 

or goal; make an object move automatically; 

change its appearance; changes to sprites as a 

consequence to an event; point-scoring  

Summer:  
Podcasts: create sounds by recording; editing 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Children will strengthen the skills needed for: 
 
Autumn: 
Competitive and invasion games: football, 
rugby, basketball; working use of skills under 
increasing pressure; attacking skills; use of 

speed and balance 
Spring:  

Gymnastics, dance and net and wall 

skills: perform shapes consistently and 

fluently; use a variety of shots to keep a 

continuous rally; adapt and develop 

choreographed steps; explore tactical planning 

to overcome tasks.  

Summer:  

Throwing and catching, athletics: speeds 

in athletic events; catching in target game 

situations; fielding positions during striking and 

fielding. 



Year 5 

 

AUTUMN 1 

 

AUTUMN 2 

 

SPRING 1 

 

SPRING 2 

 

SUMMER 1 

 

SUMMER 2 

 



Year 5 

 


